Spring Lake Environmental Advisory Committee
Newsletter Winter 2017
Our Loon survey for 2017 found that there were four nesting pairs of loons again this year. Two pairs
nested on the island, the other two pairs built their nests on the nesting platforms that are maintained and set out
by members of the Environmental Advisory Committee.
One nesting pair did not have any chicks but the other three pairs had two chicks each. Unfortunately, each of
these pairs of loons lost one chick during the first ten days after their birth. It is very important that boaters
remember to keep their distance from the newborn chicks, especially during the first three weeks when they are
most vulnerable, which is usually the last three weeks of June (or is this July??). This is the 26th consecutive
year that Spring Lake has been surveyed for Bird Studies Canada.
Over the past two years, it has been observed by several residents that there is a greater number of
people utilizing the shoreline area for fishing. There is also a larger number of members at the Trout Club the
past two years using this same area. Other observations that have been made with the increased use of this area,
is the environmental damage that is taking place, along with littering and some poaching of the trout. The
Department of Fish and Wildlife has been contacted several times this past summer, whereby they have
reported back that they have been out to this area, however had not seen any type of activity occurring while
they were on site. As members of the community, it is in the best interests of all at Spring Lake to report any
potential illegal activity regarding poaching that you may observe. Please report any suspected poaching
activity to Report A Poacher (RAP) at 1-800-642-3800. There are signs posted throughout our community with
this information on, or you can call the Village Office for this phone number. Let’s all help keep Spring Lake a
family friendly, healthy, clean environment.
Along these same lines, it is everyone’s responsibility to leave areas cleaner than how they found it. It
appears that everyone is following this adage as this past spring with the Pitch In Canada week that the EAC
members under took, again this year there has been very little litter that had blown in or were discarded
carelessly. Good job everyone in keeping our community neat and tidy and picking up debris as you find it. We
all appreciate it.
For those of you who may not be aware, the lake levels on Spring Lake are monitored on a regular
basis by Alberta Environment. Since the mid 1950’s Spring Lake is one of the few selected lakes to have the
water levels monitored and kept on record. A permanent Survey Reference post was installed in the 50’s on the
southeast shoreline to enable technicians to reference and install a measurement stick directly into the lake each
spring.
Lake levels are monitored weekly throughout the summer until the ice starts to form; all readings are then
forwarded to Alberta Environment for charting.
Rainfall and extreme heat are the main factors that contribute to the changes in readings throughout the summer,
as Spring Lake has no rivers flowing in or out.
The two photo display boards have been well received within the Village since they were first put up.
There has been much positive feedback in regards to them and the ways our Village has been presented through
the eyes of the residents. All photos are rotated and new ones displayed approximately every two months. If you
have a photo or two that you are willing to share with the community, please contact Bonnie Hall at
bonnieh@springlakealberta.com with your name and phone number and she will contact you with further
information.

This past year there has been a variety of photographers showcased with individual showings of their work and
a short biography as to what brought them to our community and how they got interested in taking photos. If
you are interested in being a featured artist, again, please contact Bonnie Hall at the above email address with
your name and phone number and she will contact you with further information and what is required e.g.:
needing to have between 20 and 25 photos for display, depending upon their sizes. Please ensure your full name
is included in the email so we can credit your photos.

Last spring, the photo boards showcased a variety of prohibited noxious weeds that have been found
growing within our community. The worst one in the Village is the Himalayan Balsam. These in particular must
be pulled by hand to be controlled and hopefully eradicated. It has been running rampant throughout the Village
this past summer and they must be taken care of. If you have any on your property or if you see some growing
in your neighbour’s yard, please pull and dispose of them, not in a compost pile, but by burning or bagging and
put in the garbage. If there is a large amount growing somewhere that the property owners are not around much,
please report the address to the Village Office and they will contact the property owners and advise them of the
weeds. Working together as a community we will get a handle on these and protect our shoreline and lake.
The 2017 Rain barrel sale was the third time the Village of Spring Lake under took this endeavor. This
year it was in partnership with the City of Spruce Grove, the Town of Stony Plain, the County of Parkland and
RONA. This program allowed residents from the Tri-communities region and Spring Lake to purchase a 55gallon rain barrel at cost. The total number of rain barrels sold this year was 370. If you missed out, we hope to
partner with the Tri-communities again next year.
Why should you use rain barrels?
1. They decrease the use of treated potable water for outdoor uses
2. They decrease the energy consumption that would normally be required to treat, pump and transport the
water.
3. They decrease storm water runoff, since the water seeps into the groundwater when used to water gardens
and lawn.
2017 also saw your Environmental Advisory Committee support and work with the Lakes of
Parkland County Isotope study. This was the second year members of the EAC and the community volunteered
to take water samples. This initiative is a partnership between the Lakes of Parkland County (a group of local
lake water shed groups) and the University of Alberta. The background data that is being collected at the local
lakes will allow researchers, planners and communities make more informed decisions down the road. The
lakes are a valuable resource for everyone and in order to protect and enjoy them, we need a solid empirical
understanding of what is going on.

From the Environmental Advisory Committee to you….
HAVE A GREAT WINTER!

