Environmental Advisory Committee
2019 Winter Newsletter
TO PROMOTE EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS, AND
PROVIDE ADVICE FOR THE ENHANCEMENT OF THE VILLAGE OF
SPRING LAKE
Regular activities of the EAC:
- The seven members of your EAC meet on a regular basis usually in the months of
April, June, September and November. Even though we meet four times a year,
there is verbal report to Village Council every month as to what activities took
place throughout the month
- There are regular activities that we do throughout the year; some examples are
monitoring the water levels, repairing and launching two loon platforms,
recording the loon survival rate and reporting to Birds Studies Canada, changing
the photos every two months on the two community photo boards, track the fish
stocking dates and amounts
- There are annual activities that we participate in such as Pitch In Canada,
whatever special events are held within the Village such as the June garage sale,
and the Fall Festival
- Review and revise the actions outlined in the Environmental Action Plan that was
first developed and accepted by council in 2018.
New initiatives this year:
- Two members attended a weed identification workshop hosted by the County of
Parkland
- A guest speaker presented suggestions as to how to better carry out our Mission
Statement
- Working towards securing and coordinating presenters for workshops such as
Working Well Workshops, bird identification to be open for the community
- Provide take away educational materials regarding prohibited and noxious weeds
displayed on community bulletin boards
- Carried out radon testing at the Village office, results are in the very safe category
- Developed and sent out a community survey to help get directions from the
community as to what is important to you in protecting our lake and community
- Worked in partnership with the County of Parkland and co- hosted a Working
Well workshop that was held in November
2019 Loons: this was a good year for the loon chicks survival on our lake. The three
loon pairs that nested on the island, each hatched two chicks and all survived to the end
of the season. The loons nesting on the platform at the south corner of the lake
abandoned their nest for no known reason. One new “Beware of Loon Nest” sign was

posted on the island near an area most often used by fishermen. This is as a reminder for
them to stay away during nesting season.
Rain Barrel Sales: again we had volunteers, both EAC members and councilors,
helping with the rain barrel sales that we participate in every May with the Town of
Stony Plain, the City of Spruce Grove, the County of Parkland and the Rona store in
Spruce Grove. This past year, again, there were over 300 rain barrels sold to residents,
within a matter of four hours. The barrels have screens to keep out debris, taps that you
install yourself, and the barrels can be connected together. If you are in need of a good
quality rain barrel or if you need more, watch for the sale, as they are sold at cost this
day only. The sale usually takes place close to Mother’s Day.
Noxious Weeds information: information sheets were posted on the community
bulletin boards for two months, with them being changed on a weekly basis to showcase
different noxious and prohibited weeds that we have growing in our community. We
were able to get out to the community information on 24 different weeds that have been
identified within the boundaries of the Village of Spring Lake.
Environmental Action Plan: Examples of items that have been completed in the
Environmental Action Plan for 2018 are street lights have been converted to LED,
motion lighting and a timer have been installed in the new outdoor arena, Village office
and shop lights have been replaced with LED bulbs. Radon testing has been completed
at the Village office both in the winter and in the summer months, as the readings can
change with the seasons.
On going activities outlined in the Environmental Action Plan for 2019 are:
- continue working with the EAC and surrounding communities in the rain barrel sales
every May,
- continue with the large item recycling program every fall,
- encourage tree planting to replace those that needed to be removed, and
- encourage and educate in regards to turning off idling vehicles within the village
boundaries.
As an aside: an interesting website to explore is: Respecting Our Lakes at
www.alberta.ca/respect-our-lakes.aspx and a summary of the survey results will be
posted on the EAC web page early 2020.
From the Environmental Advisory Committee to you….
HAVE A GREAT WINTER!

