Environmental Advisory Committee
2018 Winter Newsletter
TO PROMOTE EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS, AND
PROVIDE ADVICE FOR THE ENHANCEMENT OF THE VILLAGE OF
SPRING LAKE
Another year has come and gone finding the Environmental Advisory Committee
as busy as ever. We were able to complete several new initiatives this year, along
with continuing on with our usual ones.
Regular activities of the EAC:
➢ We participated again in the Pitch In Canada campaign this spring. Each year,
we are picking up less and less debris, which is a good thing. We continue to
have a clean and tidy community, which in part is thanks to the Public Works of
the Village of Spring Lake. On a daily basis they are picking up garbage that
has been left behind from visitors, crows and magpies getting into garbage and
what is blown in by Mother Nature.
➢ Loon Information – this was not a good year for our loons as only one chick
was produced. The two pairs that usually nest on the island did nest; however,
no chicks were hatched. We suspect that animals on the island or possibly
humans may have been the cause of the disturbance. One of the nesting
platforms was vandalized this year by some boaters. (There is a significant fine
if caught vandalizing or destroying nesting bird sites). Luckily this happened
early enough that the pair was able to re-nest at a different location and produce
the one chick that hatched and survived. On the bright side though, we are still
above the national average for survival rates.
An interesting mystery took place on the second nesting platform this summer.
To the surprise of all, from the loon nesting platform in the southwest corner of
the lake, the first sighting on June 12th, came the hatching of a bright yellow
gosling, rather than the brown loon chick! The nesting loons incubated a
gosling and raised it for nearly five weeks before we believe it succumbed to
starvation and died by drowning.
It was observed the loon parents teaching the young one to feed itself,
however, due to the bone structure of a goose, they are unable to dive. The
parents patiently took turns feeding the gosling throughout its life span of five
weeks.

The communication between the two species was interesting to observe and
listen to – the gosling learned how to coo, as the parents did to it for their mode
of communication. It was very interesting to observe how dedicated the parents
were in trying to teach it to dive for food and it developing loon behavior and
communication.
➢ The rain barrel partnership with the Tri-Region area was another success this
year; we have been participating in this endeavor for the past two years. This
year, all of the 380 barrels were sold by noon. If you are interested in getting a
barrel or getting more barrels, watch for the sale which usually takes place midMay at the Rona store in Spruce Grove, but ensure you get there early as there
is a line up by 7 a. m. when the sale starts.
➢ Information regarding noxious weeds was posted on the bulletin boards again
this year in the form of take home photos. This appeared to be a successful
endeavor as there were approximately 60% of the photos taken as references.
Look next spring for more information pertaining to a different group of
noxious weeds that we have in our community.

New initiatives this year:
1. In the spring of this year, one of our members instigated some research into
radon and its potential prevalence in our area.
Radon is a chemical element and can appear in our ground or water as a
radioactive, colorless and odorless gas, which can cause cancer in many people. It
comes from the natural breakdown of uranium in soil, rock and water and can get
into the air that we breathe. It typically moves up through the ground to the air
above and into our homes through cracks and other holes in the foundation.
Radon can potentially be detected in geological areas throughout North America;
whether it is a danger in a given area or an individual house or water well can only
be determined through testing.
Our member who performed a radon test had a reading of 3; results of less than
200 is in the safe zone. Typically in our area of Spring Lake, radon gas has not
been a noticeable issue.
If you wish to find out more about radon in your home, information can be
garnered by an internet search for Radon Gas in Canada. Test kits can be
purchased on line or at some local hardware stores.

2. In August a Septic Sense workshop was presented in partnership with the Alberta
Onsite Wastewater Management Association and the Land Stewardship Centre.
We had a full house with 23 participants attending this 2.5 hour presentation. It
was reported that the main items of interest and information garnered from this
presentation was:
* Proper maintenance of the septic system and what to check for
* how to check to ensure the field is working properly
* how to clean the effluent filter
* how the whole system works
It is nice to see the interest our community members have in ensuring we have a
healthy, properly working septic system.
3. We have developed an Environmental Action Plan that has been accepted by
Council at the July council meeting in regards to how, as a community, we can
be more proactive in environmental issues and being a role model for our
citizens. Some of the highlights of the plan are:
● to replace office and shop lights with LED bulbs
● consider purchasing low emission vehicles when replacing equipment
● convert street lights to energy saving LED lights
● use a rain barrel at the Village office to collect rain water for plant
watering by the office
● perform radon testing on both sides of the lake
Did you know……
→ if you do not want flyers and junk mail delivered to your mail box, you can put
a note on the inside of your mailbox for the delivery person or contact Canada Post
and notify them that you do not want flyers and they will put a sticker on your
mailbox. We have been finding there are more recyclables’ being put into the
garbage than should be, so please either notify Canada Post, or take them home
and recycle them appropriately.
→ The Alberta Government maintains native fish populations in all water bodies
where they occur. Alberta also raises fish in hatcheries and plants them in water
bodies to meet numerous conservation goals such as to:
∞ Re-establish fish where populations have collapsed
∞ Establish new populations in suitable lakes

∞ Provide trout fishing in areas where few other angling opportunities exist
∞ Provide diversity in angling experiences where appropriate
∞ Rainbow trout are not able to spawn in the sites the government stocks
on an annual basis because of the lack of stream access (pothole lakes).
In lakes where food is adequate and there is a good chance the fish will survive the
winters, small fish are stocked and allowed to grow to catchable size (put-growand-take fisheries). In other lakes and ponds, where fish cannot survive the winter
because of inadequate oxygen (winterkill), larger fish are stocked (put-and-take
fisheries).
Government hatcheries raise all the small fish for the put-grow-and-take fisheries.
Part of the sport fishing license fees goes to enhanced fish stocking, and raising
larger trout for the put-and-take fisheries.
Rainbow trout is stocked in our lake usually twice a year, once in May, then again
in the fall around late September. Following are the numbers that have been
stocked for the past three years:
2016
May 2016 – 6,370
Oct. 2016 – 5,000

2017
May 2017 – 5,926
May 2017 – 4,074
Sept. 2017 – 5,000

2018
May 2018 – 5,600
Sept. 2018 – 5,000

The amount stocked each time is dependent upon how many fish there are and how
healthy they are. This past year, in 2018, there were issues at some of the fish
farms with whirling disease, thus there were fewer to stock into the lakes. Winter
aeration continues courtesy of the Alberta conservation Association.
→ The Environmental Advisor Committee has been active for thirteen years as of
September 2018. In those thirteen years:
☺ there are still four original members
☺ there has been fifty initiatives taken on and developed in that time, many of
which are still being done as outlined in the first section of this newsletter
☺ there have been several partnerships developed with organizations outside of
Spring Lake whereby specific activities have been completed, four of the
partnerships are still active.
From the Environmental Advisory Committee to you….
HAVE A GREAT WINTER!

